
Prunus persica ‘Harvester’ 
• Use:  This is an exceptional heavy yielding peach from the 

southeastern states that is considered widely adaptable and of-
ten sold at roadside fruit stands throughout the South. Ripens 
late July to early August and requires 750 chilling hours.  

• Exposure/Soil: Full to part sun. Soil should be well-drained. Acidic 
soil is preferred, though it can tolerate a wide variety of soils.  They 
are not drought-tolerant, so proper watering is a must. 

• Growth: Grows 20-25 tall and wide.  
• Hardiness: Zone 5-9; Tree 
• Foliage: Deciduous. Dark green leaves.  
• Flower: The flesh of Harvester is firm, yellow and freestone. In 

spring the trees burst into a haze of pink, fragrant five petal flowers. 
This self-fertile peach ripens a crop of fruit by mid to late summer. 
Trees need full sun and fertile well-drained soil and clear, hot weather 
to ripen. Peaches should be pruned annually while dormant to en-
courage larger fruit production. After fruit set, thin out immature 
peaches to allow the remainders to reach a larger size.  

Harvester bears early in the season producing av-
erage sized yellow fruit that is ideal for canning as 

well as fresh eating.  


