
Lagerstroemia indica 'SMNLIJ' PP33292 

• Use:   A cut above! The Center Stage series only lets in trialed and tested winners 
and this new addition is proof. Earlier coral blooms, richer intense reddish-black foli-
age, and less prone to mildew. You'll love the ruffled, fully saturated coral flowers 
and healthy, rapid growth too! Many years were spent developing and evaluating 
dark-leaf crapemyrtles like this to ensure that they would be vigorous and resist the 
diseases that often plague the species, so you'll enjoy clean, glossy foliage all sea-
son long. It naturally grows with a narrow, space-saving habit that eliminates the 
need to prune and opens up a range of landscaping possibilities.  

• Exposure/Soil: Full/part sun; well-draining soil and appreciates slow release fertiliz-
er. Water regularly. They tolerate clay and alkaline soil well.  Prefers not to have wa-
ter on the leaves so use drip instead of sprinkler irrigation.  

• Growth: This variety has been described as having an intermediate growth habit, 
reaching 6 ft. to 12 ft. tall, a spread of 8 ft., and can be used as a specimen or in 
mass plantings. Regular pruning is not recommended. If any shaping is desired, do 
so in the late winter before the plant breaks dormancy. Some gardeners like to grow 
this as a single or multi-stemmed tree. If that interests you, select a robust branch 
early and prune down all others.  

• Hardiness: Zones 6b-10b; Shrub; Small Tree 

• Foliage: Deciduous. Nearly black foliage with excellent disease resistance.  

• Flowers:  Captivating bright coral pink flowers all summer. You may have some 
slight variation in the shades of coral from plant to plant. Colorful foliage and flowers 
keeps it interesting from spring through fall.  

 

Use Center Stage Coral to add long lasting interest to 
mixed border plantings or as a specimen in your front yard.  


