
Ginkgo biloba ‘Saratoga’ 

• Use: A very unique, long-lived male selection that will not produce the smelly 
fruits, the Saratoga Ginkgo is distinctive in that it has unusually large and deep-
ly divided elongated and pendulous leaves resembling the shape of a fish-tail 
palm's leaves rather than a maidenhair fern as most other ginkgo varieties 
do.  Extremely easy to grow, Ginkgo is pest, disease and deer resistant and 
one of the most pollution-tolerant trees, making it a fine tree to grow in inner city 
and urban environments. The leaves alone are sure to make Saratoga a con-
versation piece in the landscape.  

• Exposure/Soil: Easily grown in average, medium moisture soil in full sun. Pre-
fers moist, sandy, well-drained soils. Tolerant of a wide range of soil conditions, 
including both alkaline and acidic soils and compacted soils. Also tolerant of sa-
line conditions, air pollution and heat. Adapts well to most urban environments.  

• Growth: Typically reaches about 7 ft tall and 4 ft wide in 10 years.  Slow to 
moderate growing 30’ tall and 20’ wide.  Grows 3-6” a year. This one grows 
about half the mature height of the species. 

• Hardiness: Zone 3-8; Small Tree 

• Foliage: Deciduous; Has unique, elongated fan-shaped leaves with veins. Em-
erald green foliage turns gold in the fall.  

• Flower:  A male variety, you won't have to deal with the foul-smelling fruit that 
precludes most homeowners from owning similar varieties.  

 
Smaller 
growing 

that 
some of 
its larger 
cousins, 
Saratoga 
has sym-

metrical branching with 
a full, dense, pyramidal 

form. 


