
Cornus kousa ‘Rutpink’ PPAF 
 Use: The darkest pink bracts (blooms) ever found on a Chinese Dogwood can be 

yours with Scarlet Fire™, the exciting introduction from Rutgers University. Not a hybrid, this 
tree is the result of many years and countless crosses. It flowers young, offers purple-tinged 
spring leaves, and concludes the show with bright ball-shaped carmine-fuchsia berries. What 
could be lovelier?  

 Exposure/Soil: Part sun-shade. Best when planted under other trees, but not too deep a 
shade or poor flowering. Moist, well-drained soil, but not soggy. Use slow release fertilizer 
two times a year. Water regularly, when top 3 in. of soil is dry. 

 Growth:  A little showoff, reaching only 8 feet high after a decade's growth but ready to 
begin flowering the third or fourth year (often the first season in your garden). It will eventual-
ly top out at 15 to 20 feet, as wide as it is tall, but it stays small for many years, and you will 
treasure the big blooms on such a petite tree.  

 Hardiness: Zone 5-8;   Tree 
 Foliage: Deciduous. The season begins with new leaves unfurling in spring. Although they 

turn solid green by summer, for their first weeks they are often streaked and washed with 
purple.  

 Flower:  Before spring is out, the rosy-pink bracts have opened. Reaching 5 inches across, 
they are unbelievably showy, with a vibrant hue visible from some distance. And Scarlet 
Fire™ is a generous bloomer, filling the branches with brilliant fuchsia that can last up to 2 
months. 

 After the flowers pass, they are replaced by perfectly round, knobby fruits about an inch in 
diameter and colored a very rich shade of rose. Birds adore these fruits, and will come sing 
for their supper all summer long! 
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