
Acer rubrum 'Brandywine'  

• Use: A stunning shade tree with great color. Small red blossoms steal 
the show in early spring even before the red-tinged green leaves 
emerge. This tough red maple is cold hardy and adaptable. 
'Brandywine' is the result of a 1982 cross (Acer rubrum 'October Glory' 
x Acer rubrum 'Autumn flame') conducted as part of a U. S. National Ar-
boretum research project. It was subsequently introduced into com-
merce in 1995.   

• Exposure/Soil: Prefers full sun to part sun. Water regularly, when top 3 
in. of soil is dry. Will not tolerate soggy or extremely dry soil. 

• Growth: Grows 30-40’ tall and 25-30’ wide, but could grow slightly large 
at 20+ years. You won't need to prune much to create this lovely out-
line, either. Brandywine grows nicely into that pleasing form all by itself!  

• Hardiness: Zone 4-8, Large Tree 

• Foliage: Deciduous; These maple leaves emerge with a red tinge and 
then mature to solid green before turning a bold crimson red in fall.  

• Flower:  Has sterile red flowers in spring. This male selection was de-
veloped by the US National Arboretum and it does not produce any 
seed. No baby Maple trees popping up everywhere.  

 

You'll love the vivid autumn color display that slow-
ly changes from summer green to blaze orange, 

and finally deepens into the most amazing scarlets 
and luscious purples. The fall color holds for sever-

al weeks, a glorious end to your growing season.  


