
Ilex verticillata 'Winter Red' 

• Use:  Year round interest, highlighted by the showy display of red berries in 
winter. Mass or group in shrub borders, foundations, native plant areas or 
bird gardens. Hedge. Excellent shrub for moist soils in low spots or along 
streams and ponds. Although an attractive shrub, the species is infrequently 
sold in commerce because of the many excellent cultivars which generally 
produce showier flowers and larger, more abundant fruit.  

• Exposure/Soil: Adaptable to wet or dry sites and wide range of soil types 
from light sandy loam to heavy clay loam and muck soils. Adaptable to sun 
or shade. Flowers and fruits more heavily in full sun.  Prune to shape in early 
spring just before new growth begins.  

• Growth: Grows 6-8’’ tall and wide.  

• Hardiness: Zone 3-9; Shrub 

• Foliage: Deciduous.  Lustrous dark green leaves (to 3-5” long).  

• Flower: Relatively inconspicuous whitish flowers appear along the stem in 
late spring. Female Flowers, if properly pollinated, give way to a profuse crop 
of bright red berries (3/8” diameter) in fall. Berries are quite showy and will 
persist throughout the winter (hence the common name) often to early 
spring. Berries provide considerable impact and interest to the winter land-
scape.  One male plant will generally be sufficient for pollinating 9-10 female 
plants.  

 

Deer resistant, drought tolerant, 
wet soil tolerant,  

beloved by birds, and as a cut 
flower for holiday arrangements! 


