
Chamaecyparis obtusa ‘Confucius’ 

• Use: 'Confucius' hinoki cypress is like a living sculpture for the land-
scape. Bright lemon-yellow foliage and distinctive fan-like foliage give 
it instant appeal. Faster growing than 'Aurea Nana'. The effect is strik-
ing and unusual for a Hinoki cultivar. Use this textural accent where 
the crinkly, congested foliage will stand out. Requires excel-
lent drainage.  

• Exposure/Soil: Full/part sun and could tolerate a fair amount of shade 
with good air circulation. Prefers well-draining soil and appreciates 
slow release fertilizer.  Please amend your soil if you have red clay. 

• Growth: Forms a uniquely irregular pyramid 8 to 10 feet tall and 5 to 6 
feet wide at the base in 10 years. Grows 6”-1’ a year. 

• Hardiness: Zone 5a-8b; Shrub 

• Foliage: Evergreen.  It is clothed in feathery fans of soft foliage rang-
ing in shades of bright lemon yellow on the outer foliage that is ex-
posed to direct sun to soft yellow and rich green in the shadowed 
spaces. The golden color remains during winter taking on an attractive 
bronzy-orange cast.   

• Flowers: Not known for flowers. 

 

Collector’s plant!  
Excellent for  

adding interest 
to your  
garden!  


