
Camellia sasanqua ‘Cleopatra’ 
• Use:  These evergreen shrubs don’t get as much attention as their more popu-

lar cousin, the large-flowered common Japanese camellia, but they should. Native to 
Japan, sasanquas, as they are known to garden enthusiasts, have a long history of 
use for tea, oil and ornament.  

• Exposure: Prefer partial shade, but established, well watered specimens will tolerate 
full sun. The soil should be moist, acidic and have ample drainage. These plants are 
notoriously slow-growing, slow to establish and shallow rooted; a thick layer of or-
ganic mulch is a good practice to protect the roots. Regular irrigation when dry and 
applications of fertilizer promote good growth and flowering. Prune after flowering 
and just before growth starts in the spring, but only lightly, as they do not recover 
well from harsh pruning.  

• Growth: This vigorous grower matures at 4 to 5 feet tall and 6 to 8 feet wide, yet still 
compact and bushy.  

• Hardiness: Zone 6-9; shrub 
• Foliage:  Evergreen.  Glossy, thin but leathery, elliptical, dark green leaves with 

toothed margins which are held on thin stems.  

• Flower: The flowers are light pink and semi-double to double with many gold sta-
mens. The small to medium flowers are produced in the leaf axils (joint between leaf 
and branch), have waxy petals and appear from fall to midwinter. What these blooms 
lack in size compared to common camellias, they make up for in numbers. It is not 
uncommon to see plants covered in blooms with many buds yet to open.  

 

 Add winter interest to 

your garden! 


