
Paeonia ‘Yankee Doodle Dandy’ Itoh type 

• Use: Yankee Doodle Dandy is a dark pink-plum semi-double which as the flower matures, pre-
sents cream undertones. Yankee comes in mid-season and stands on a strong bush. Itohs have 
a larger range of colors, longer flowering periods and present a bushier more floriferous plant. 
They carry foliage similar to that of the Tree Peony however die back to ground level just as 
their herbaceous cousins. Itoh’s are more likely to flower much better in warmer and more tem-
perate climates when compared with herbaceous peonies. They also have a higher tolerance to 
disease.  

• Exposure/Soil: Plant in full or part sun (afternoon shade is recommended in the South. Prefers 
well-drained soil enriched with organic matter. If your soil is extremely acid, add a few handfuls 
of lime at planting time. WE LOVE PEONIES, BUT THEY ARE NOT A BEGINNER PLANT!  
GREAT LOCATION WITH DRAINAGE NEEDED AND SOIL PREP FOR SUCCESS!  

• Growth: Plants are very big; they can ultimately reach 4-5' with a similar spread after 5 yrs, alt-
hough more likely to be 2-3' in height and spread. Plants can take 3-5 years to reach full maturi-
ty.  

• Hardiness: Zone 4-8; Perennial 

• Foliage: Deciduous. The red to forest-green shoots appear in mid-spring and form a bushy 
clump of lustrous dark green deeply lobed foliage that makes a lovely hedge or backdrop to the 
flower garden.  

• Flowers:  Dark pink, semi-double to double rose form with 2-3 buds per stem. Flowers are a 
deep pink with cream undertones that fade slightly as flowers mature. Flowers up to 6" in diame-
ter. Excellent stem strength. Blooms mid-season. Nice, pleasant fragrance.   

• Tips: Plant them shallow, mulch in the summer, take off the mulch in the winter, and they prefer 
a little afternoon shade. Cold winters will ensure lots of blossoms so plant them where they will 
get cold in the winter. It usually takes a few years for Peonies to produce a lot of flowers! 

 

Huge  
fragrant blooms 
great for cutting! 


