
Paeonia ‘Soft Salmon Saucer’ 

• Use: These long-lived, plants are classic elements of borders and beds, and they add a 
bit of nostalgia and charm to the garden. Their fragrant blooms and lush foliage have 
made them popular for years, and with the recent resurgence in breeding, they will con-
tinue to improve. They can be utilized in many ways, including mass plantings, speci-
mens, or hedges. WE LOVE PEONIES, BUT THEY ARE NOT A BEGINNER PLANT!  
LOTS OF RESEARCH NEEDED AND SOIL PREP FOR SUCCESS! PLEASE ASK 
FOR A HANDOUT. 

• Exposure/Soil: Morning sun and a little afternoon shade after 3pm preferred (not deep 
shade here in the South); Water regularly, when top 3” of soil is dry. Use slow release 
fertilizer twice a year in spring and fall. Once established needs only occasional water. In 
very hot summers it may go summer dormant. Soil prep is very important and must be 
well drained and have a pH of 6.5-7 so Georgia clay will need to be amended with dolo-
mitic lime. 

• Growth: Grows 3 feet tall and 2.5 feet wide.  

• Hardiness: Zone 3-8; Perennial 

• Foliage: Deciduous. Dark green lobed leaves. 

• Flowers:  Early-season flowering with gracefully-stylish, 6" blooms emerge in the palest 
shade of pink, deepening in color at the petal base. A glorious center of golden-yellow 
stamens lends a regal effect to the scene. You will adore the sweet fragrance as much as 
all your garden's pollinators. A treasure for cut flower enthusiasts.  

• Tips: Plant them shallow, mulch in the summer, take off the mulch in the winter, and they 
prefer a little afternoon shade. Cold winters will ensure lots of blossoms so plant them 
where they will get cold in the winter and cool in the summer too. 

 
Get ready 
to fall in 
love! Re-
fined and 

elegant, this 
single, cup-
shaped vari-
ety certainly 
holds peony 
gardeners 
in thrall. 
(Cousins/
Klehm, 
1981)  


