
 

 
Forming a 

lovely 
spreading 
vase habit, 

this low-
mainte-

nance na-
tive fern 
makes a 

distinctive 
addition to the shade bor-
der or woodland garden.  

Osmunda claytoniana 

• Use:  The interrupted fern, is an aptly named species with tall 2 – 4 foot 
deciduous, sturdy fronds that are “interrupted” when fertile by a shaggy 
mass of spores (originally dark but fading to tan) midway between the 
bottom and top of the foliage. It is a North American native that widely 
colonizes in colder areas (Alert visitors will find it at Frank Lloyd 
Wright’s Taliesin in Wisconsin, for example). This is an easy doer that 
is especially popular for those just getting started with a fern garden. 
Give it traditional woodland conditions and enjoy its unique fertile sil-
houette. 

• Exposure/Soil: Prefers filtered shade in moist humus rich soil. May tol-
erate more sun with lots of moisture. Use slow release fertilizer two 
times a year. 

• Growth: Grows 2-4’ tall and 2-3 ‘ wide. 

• Hardiness: Zone 2-8;  Perennial 

• Foliage: Deciduous. Broad green fronds are “interrupted” in the middle 
by spore-bearing pinnae (leaflets) in early summer, hence the common 
name.  

• Flower:  none, but does have large spikes of spores in summer. 


