
Asclepias tuberosa 

• Use:  A virtually hassle-free, very long lived perennial, this cultivar of our na-
tive A. tuberosa offers three months of golden yellow blooms from early 
through late summer.  Deadheading the flowers will stimulate another bloom 
cycle about a month after the first one. The flowers, which are heavily laden 
with nectar and pollen, are particularly attractive to hummingbirds, Monarch 
butterflies, bees, and other beneficial insects.  

• Exposure/Soil:  They should be grown in well-drained soil in full sun.   Use 
slow release or water soluble fertilizer, but will also tolerate very poor soils.. 
Must have good drainage!  

• Growth: Full, well branched plants grow 2' tall and 2’ wide. 

• Hardiness: Zone 3-9 Perennial. Very heat tolerant! Mulch around plant in the 
winter. Reseeds 

• Foliage: Deciduous. This species has narrow 6 inch long lance-shaped 
leaves. 

• Flower: Golden flowers summer to fall. Gather bouquets of Asclepias all 
summer long; the long stems are wonderful for cutting and are long-lasting. 
Sear the ends of the cut stems over a flame to stop the milky sap from leak-
ing out. Following the fabulous flowers, green fruits develop which rupture to 
reveal seeds with long, silvery-white, silky hairs reminiscent of its cousin, 
common milkweed. These are great to use in dried flower arrangements. 

 
Bring back 
the Butter-

flies! 
We love 
them for 
their long 

lasting 
blooms and 
strength. A 
must have 
for Mon-

archs to lay 
their eggs! 


