
Alocasia scalprum 

• Use:   A distinctive rare tropical houseplant known for its narrow, lance-
shaped leaves with pronounced veins, creating an elegant, almost sword-like 
appearance that offers sophistication and exotic beauty. Alocasia house-
plants can stay small — from a few inches high to three feet tall — but can 
also grow to the size of a small tree. It just depends on the variety you choose 
and its growing conditions.  Try not to be jealous, but your indoor Alocasia 
plant may go dormant in the fall and winter months. During its break from put-
ting out new growth, you can cut back on watering and should not fertilize.  

• Exposure/Soil: Thrives in bright, indirect light. That means a few feet away 
from a bright window, filtered by thin curtains or blinds. Do not expose to di-
rect sunlight or the leaves may burn. Water when the first two inches of soil 
are dry. Similar to most tropical foliage, they prefer humid conditions. Their 
thick stems allow them to store water, meaning they shouldn't be overwa-
tered. The soil should be moist, but not saturated.    Fertilize every two to 
three weeks during the growing season, from the end of March through early 
September.  

• Growth: This plant can reach 1-2' tall with a 1-2' spread at maturity. 

• Hardiness: Zone 10-12, Houseplant/ Annual 

• Foliage: Narrow foliage develops exaggerated edges  

• Flower:  Not known for their flowers.  

 

This plant filters pollu-
tants from the air while 
releasing oxygen. With 
this plant in your home, 
you breathe cleaner air.  


