
Rubus fruticosus ‘Arapaho’ 

• Use: Earliest Thornless Blackberry in existence. Ripens June 3 in 
zone 7. An important characteristic is its small seed size. A new release 
from the University of Arkansas. Does not need a trellis. Arapaho is very 
productive and is resistant to both Double Blossom and Rust. No other 
variety offers this many positive characteristics. It also produces sucker 
plants which allow it to quickly establish a solid hedge row of plants. Arap-
aho will provide a long harvest season of Thornless Blackberries.  

• Exposure/Soil: This cultivar prefers sun and well-drained, moderately 
fertile soil, but unlike most other red raspberries does not require a cold 
winter and gradual spring to produce good fruit. Partial shade and a cool 
mulch may be beneficial.  

• Growth: Grows 4-5’ tall and wide. Plants are erect and self-supporting, 
very winter hardy with no disease problems following a fungicide program 
consisting of one application of liquid lime-sulfur at budbreak.  

• Hardiness: Zone 5-9; Perennial  

• Foliage: Deciduous; In spring and summer, the leaves are shiny dark 
green above and gray-green below, turning to burgundy in fall and winter.  

• Flowers:  The berries are large and very firm, excellent flavor.  

 

 
Grow 
your 
own 
black-
berries! 


